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Karnataka to get India’s first Marina
February 28, 2023
Marina is a specially designed place of pleasure for 
small boats and yachts. 
The Chief Minister of 
Karnataka recently 
announced that the 
first Marina of India 
will be constructed in 
Byndoor, Udupi district, 
Karnataka. He announced this while addressing a 
function “Seven Wonders of Karnataka” organized 
by the Tourism department. The project will help 
in boosting coastal tourism. Marina provides 
active and passive recreation. The beach in 
Byndoor is called Someshwara beach. 

Shinku La Tunnel
February 16, 2023
The Shinku La or Shingo La is a mountain pass 
located on the border between HP and Ladakh. 
It is at an altitude of 5,091 metres. In 2016, the 
Border Road Organization built a road to the pass. 
However, the road couldn’t be accessed during 
winter and large-wheeled vehicles couldn’t pass 

through. Following this, in 2020, GoI planned 
to build a 13.5 km 
tunnel in the pass. 
The Union Cabinet 
recently approved 
the construction of 
the tunnel. With the 
Atal Tunnel and the 
completion of the Shinku La Tunnel in 2025, the 
Nimmu – Padum – Darcha road shall be accessed 
all through the year. The tunnel will help to boost 
the Zanskar valley economy. It reduces the travel 
time between HP and Ladakh.

Indian Army Gets ‘World’s First’ Fully 
Operational SWARM Drone System
February 15, 2023
NewSpace Research, a Bengaluru-based start-up 

has delivered 
SWARM drones 
to Indian Army, 
which makes 
the Army the 
first major 
armed force 
in the world 
to operationalise these high-density SWARM 
drones. This delivery may possibly be the world’s 
first operational high density swarming UAS 
(Unmanned Aerial System) induction for military 
applications, especially given that most swarm 
drone research is yet to be operationalised across 
the world. The swarm of 100 drones is capable 
of hitting targets at least 50 kilometres away into 
enemy territory.
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National
Events

India’s First AC Double Decker 
Electric Bus Introduced in Mumbai    
February 14, 2023
India’s first air-conditioned double-decker 
electric bus was 
inducted into the 
fleet of BEST- the 
civic transport 
public body in 
Mumbai. The new 
e-bus has two doors and an equal number of 
staircases for accessing the upper decks. The 
new buses will be equipped with facilities like 
digital ticketing, CCTV cameras, live tracking, 
digital display, and a panic button for 
emergencies, among others. The new buses 
have a seating capacity of 65 and including 
standing passengers, they can carry upto 90 
to 100 passengers.
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India’s indigenous LCA Tejas lands 
in UAE to take part in its first-ever 
foreign air exercise     
February 25, 2023
For the first time, India’s indigenously-
made light 
combat aircraft 
Tejas will be 
participating in 
an international 
multilateral air exercise — Exercise Desert 
Flag VIll — in the UAE, reflecting India’s 
increasing efforts at showcasing the jet at the 
world stage.
An Indian Air Force contingent comprising 
of 110 Air Warriors arrived at the Al Dahfra 
airbase of the United Arab Emirates to 
participate in the exercise, in which five LCA 
Tejas and two C-17 Globemaster III aircrafts 
would take part. The exercise is scheduled 
from 27 February to 17 March.

Natasha Perianayagam Scored Highest in “World’s Brightest” Students List 
February 8, 2023
A 13-year-old girl, Natasha Perianayagam won the title of “world’s 
brightest” student. Natasha Perianayagam, an Indian American, was 
named to the list compiled by the Johns Hopkins Center for Talented 
Youth in the United States.
Natasha has been listed on the “world’s brightest” list and previously 
she also took the Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth (CTY) test 
in 2021, when she was still in the 5th grade. The test is a worldwide operation, with over 1500 
students participating in the project across 76 countries.

Happy Holi
All the best 
for your exams

Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar, 
formally known as 
‘National Child Award’, 
is awarded by the 
Government of India, to 
children with exceptional 
abilities and outstanding 
accomplishments in 
six categories– Art and 
Culture, Bravery, Innovation, Scholastic, 
Social Service and Sports. It is India’s Highest 
Civilian Honour bestowed upon exceptional 
achievers in the age group 5–18 years and 
carries a cash reward of INR. 1,00,000/-.
Rishi Shiv Prasanna, 
genius from Bengaluru is 
one of the children who 
was awarded the Pradhan 
Mantri Rashtriya Bal 
Puraskar this year.
• Rishi Shiv Prasanna 

is an 8-year-old child prodigy with a 
verified IQ of 180 which is even higher 
than the physics genius Albert Einstein. 

• He became the member of the high IQ 
society ‘MENSA International’ at a young 
age of 4 years and 5 months.

• He shows interest in the solar system, 
universe, planets and more. By the age 
of 3, he was capable to talk about these 
things.

• Inclined towards learning beyond his 
age, he learnt coding, in fact he is one 
of the youngest Google-certified Android 
developers. He has developed 3 apps. IQ 
Test App (for kids), IQ Test App and CHB 
(COVID help for Bangaloreans). 

• He has written two books too, namely 
Learn Vitamins with Harry Potter and 
Elements of Earth.

Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar

FESTIVAL OF COLOURS
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time to a great extent. The main objective of the 
system is to transport coal and slurry.
It is a hyperloop system and can reach speeds of 
120 km per hour. The hyperloop accommodates 
storage wagons, guiding rails, wheel assembly 
system, and enables seamless mineral 
transportation.

Starship Static Fire Test of SpaceX
February 12, 2023
The Starship is a reusable rocket developed by 
SpaceX. The company 
has huge plans for the 
rocket. NASA will use 
Starship rockets to 
land its astronauts on 
the moon during the 
Artemis III mission. 
SpaceX recently completed the static fire test 
successfully.
During the test, the engines of the rockets are 
fired to their fullest thrust. And launch mount 
holds the launch vehicle firmly. Scientists 
measure the pressure, propellant flow gradients, 
and temperature during the test. It is a wet dress 
rehearsal. Meaning, the liquid propellants are 
loaded during the test.

Science and Information Technology National Events Continued  from page 1...

National Science Day 2023
February 28, 2023
India celebrates National Science Day on February 
28. National Science 
Day is celebrated in 
the country to mark 
the discovery of the 
Raman Effect. Raman 
discovered the Raman 
Effect on February 28, 
1928, and received Nobel Prize for his discovery 
in 1930. National Science Day is celebrated to 
spread the importance of science in day-to-day 
life. On the occasion, the importance of science 
and achievements in the field are discussed. New 
technologies are implemented.

Kerala Temple introduces mechanical 
elephant
February 27, 2023
For the first time in 
Indian history, the 
Shree Krishna temple 
in Kerala introduced a 
mechanical elephant. 
The mechanical elephant will perform temple 
rituals here. It was presented by PETA India. The 
name of the elephant was Raman. It weighed 
800 kg and can carry 4 people. The parts of 
the elephant, that is, the eyes, ears, and mouth 
worked on electricity. In the last 15 years, more 
than 526 people died in the state of Kerala due to 
the man-elephant conflict. PETA India designed 
the robotic elephant to reduce this.

Scientists discover fifth inner core layer 
of the earth
February 27, 2023
The recent frequent 
earthquakes have helped 
scientists discover a 
new core. This fifth inner core is a solid ball of 
nickel and iron and is the innermost layer. So far 
scientists believed that there are only four layers 
in the earth. They are the outermost layer called 
the crust, and the middle layer called the mantle. 
The innermost layer is called the core. The core is 
divided into two parts namely the inner core and 
the outer core. Unlike the inner core and outer 
core, this new fifth layer is solid. It may be 650 
km in diameter.

Kerala: First State to use Robotic Manhole 
cleaners
February 25, 2023
Kerala uses a BANDICOOT robot to clean sewage. 
With this, it has become the first state to launch 

robotic scavengers. BANDICOOT was launched 
in the temple town Guruvayur. Genrobotics 
developed the robot. 
The main objective of 
developing the robot 
is to eliminate manual 
scavenging. The robot 
has been in use since 
2018. However, this 
is the first time, it is being used to clean public 
manholes, replacing humans. Genrobotics 
received the “Kerala Pride” award for building 
BANDICOOT.

Russia launches Soyuz Spacecraft to 
bring back stranded astronauts
February 24, 2023
Roscosmos recently 
launched an empty 
Soyuz spacecraft to 
bring back the stranded 
astronauts in space. 
Three astronauts were 
stranded in space as 
the Soyuz MS-22 capsule started leaking coolant. 
The astronauts were to return to the earth in the 
capsule. Now, with the leak, the astronauts will 
return only by September. The leak was due to a 
micrometeoroid, possibly the size of a small rock 
hitting the satellite.

China launches Zhongxing-26 satellite
February 24, 2023
China recently launched the Zhongxing-26 
satellite at a cost of 
333 million USD. It 
was launched on Long 
March 3B rocket. The 
main objective of the 
satellite is to provide 
broadband connectivity 
for aviation and ship-related operations. The 
satellite was launched by the China Academy of 
Space Technology. The CAST is planning to make 
60 more launches in 2023.

IIT Kanpur develops energy-efficient 
system to transport minerals
February 16, 2023
IIT – Kanpur has developed a compressed air-
based mineral transport 
system. The project was 
presented at the Global 
Investors Summit, in 
2023. It received good 
feedback for its less 
material loss, reduced 
air pollution, and efficiency to reduce travel 

Chandrayaan-3 lander clears key test   
February 20, 2023
The Chandrayaan-3 is the third lunar mission of India. Indian Space 
Research Organization recently announced that the EMI-EMC test of 
the lander part was successful. The EMI-EMC are Electromagnetic tests. 
During the test, the lander is checked if its operation is creating EM 
interference in the nearby environment. Also, checks if its operation is 
affected by the nearby EM waves.
There are three main modules in the Chandrayaan-3 project. They are the Propulsion module, 
Rover module, and Lander Module.

Israel launches sniffing robots 
February 13, 2023
The Locusts have very good smelling power. Israeli researchers have 
used the antennae of the locusts to create sniffing robots. The robot has 
four wheels. It was created by placing the antenna of locusts between 
the electrodes. The electrodes send signals when the antenna grabs a 
nearby scent. Each scent has a unique measurement of current. Based 
on the current generated, the bot identifies the scent. The bot is calibrated previously for the 
scent it grabs and the corresponding current value.
With this, Israel has taken investigative technologies to next level. The bot sniffers can be used 
to detect drugs and explosives.

India’s first Drone Air Traffic 
Management System    
February 10, 2023
Skye Air is a startup 
delivering drones 
in different parts of 
India. The startup 
recently launched a 
Traffic Management 
System for drones. 
It is software that will allow drone operators 
to choose their routes. Just like flight traffic 
management, the need for drone traffic 
management is increasing. With e-commerce 
businesses looking for options for drone 
deliveries, drone usage is to increase in the 
future exponentially.

Gaganyaan Mission: ISRO, Navy 
undertake trials     
February 9, 2023
The Gaganyaan 
is a crewed space 
mission of ISRO. 
It is expected 
to be launched 
in 2024. Indian astronauts received their 
training from Russia’s ROSCOSMOS to fly 
to space in the mission. HAL designed and 
built the crew module. DRDO is to provide 
food for the astronauts, parachutes, and a 
fire suppression system and will monitor the 
health of the crew while they are in space. 
The Indian Navy and ISRO recently conducted 
recovery trials. The simulation was provided 
by the Water Survival Test Facility of ISRO.

Jupiter becomes planet with most 
moons   
February 7, 2023
Jupiter is the biggest 
planet in the sun’s 
family. Scientists 
believed that Saturn 
had the maximum number of moons. 82 
moons have been discovered around Saturn 
so far. On the other hand, it was believed 
that Jupiter had 80 moons. However, the 
latest discovery revealed Jupiter has 12 
more moons. With this, the count of Jupiter’s 
moons increased to 92. Today Jupiter has 
the maximum number of moons.

UIDAI Launched New AI Chatbot Aadhaar 
Mitra in India
February 17, 2023
The Unique Identification 
Authority of India (UIDAI) 
has recently launched a 
chatbot to help people get 
an answer to their queries related to the Aadhaar 
card. It is called “Aadhaar Mitra”. The Artificial 
Intelligence/Machine Learning (AI/ML)- based 
chatbot can answer queries related to Aadhaar 
enrolment number, PVC Card order status, 
and complaint status, among other things. It is 
available in both English and Hindi languages.

Learning-Teaching Material Jadui Pitara
February 21, 2023
The National Education 
Policy 2020 envisaged 
play-based learning 
teaching material. In 
accordance with the 
policy, Union Minister 
Shri Dharmendra Pradhan 
recently launched the ‘JADUI PITARA’. It is a play-
based learning material for children between the 
age of 3 to 8 years. It is available in 13 different 
Indian languages. It is a set of playbooks, puzzles, 
flashcards, posters, worksheets, and storybooks. 
The material intrigues the curiosity of the children. 
The material focuses on five major developmental 
activities namely literacy development, positive 
learning habits, cultural development, cognitive 
development, socio-emotional development, and 
ethical development.

First nuclear plant of North India to be 
built in Haryana
February 21, 2023
The first nuclear power plant in North India 
would be built in Gorakhpur, Haryana, according 
to Union Minister Jitendra Singh. According to 
Singh, the Center has unanimously approved the 
installation of 10 nuclear reactors in an effort to 
boost India’s nuclear capability. The Department 
of Atomic Energy is also allowed to join forces 
with Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) to get 
funding for the opening of nuclear power plants.

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar 
Revealed Bust of Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel in Fiji    
February 17, 2023
External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar revealed 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s 
bust in India House in 
Suva, Fiji and interacted 
with a large gathering of members of the 
diaspora community. His vision of a united, 
stronger nation remains an inspiration for all 
Indians. Addressing the Indian diaspora in Fiji, 
Jaishankar stated that the Indian community 
has achieved its milestones and is today an 
enormous asset to India, the country where 
they live, and to the world.

AICTE and BPRD Jointly Launch 
KAVACH-2023    
February 18, 2023
Advancing India’s cyber-
preparedness, KAVACH-2023, a national 
level hackathon was launched to identify 
innovative ideas and technological solutions 
for addressing the cyber security and 
cybercrime challenges of the 21st century. 
KAVACH-2023 is one-of-a-kind national 
hackathon jointly developed by All India 
Council for Technical Education (AICTE), 
Bureau of Police Research and Development 
(BPRD) and Indian Cyber Crime Coordination 
Centre.
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to be the former Foreign Minister of the country 
and he comes with plenty of experience as far as 
governance is concerned.

New British stamp with image of King 
Charles III revealed
February 8, 2023
New ‘everyday’ stamps 
featuring the image of 
King Charles III were 
revealed for the first 
time, the latest item in Britain to get a makeover 
following the death of Queen Elizabeth. The new 
stamp, which will go on general sale at the start 
of April, consists solely of the king’s head and its 
value on a plain coloured background.

objective of the celebration is to create awareness 
about the Pangolin population decline. The 
population of Pangolin is decreasing rapidly in 
Africa and Asia. The main reason for the decline 
is their medicinal value. Pangolin scales have 
several medicinal properties.

Wetland Ex-Situ Conservation 
Establishment (WESCE)
February 11, 2023
The Rajasthan State Government recently 

International Events

India-Singapore link Digital Payments 
UPI and PAYNOW
February 21, 2023
UPI is the mobile payment method in India. 
Similarly, PAYNOW is a mobile payment method 
in Singapore. The countries have planned to link 
these two mobile payment methods. The linking 
was virtually inaugurated by the RBI Governor 
Shaktikanta Das and the MD of the Monetary 
Authority of Singapore Ravi Menon. With the 
linkage, the residents of both countries can 
transfer money at faster rates. Migrant workers 
and students will be benefitted the most.

NEOM: Saudi’s Future Mega City
February 20, 2023
Saudi Arabia recently 
announced that it has 
completed one-fifth 
construction of its 
futuristic Mega city 
called the NEOM. The country is spending 500 
billion USD to construct the city. The engineering 
projects in the future city will be powered by 
clean energy. There will be no cars in the streets. 
NEOM is a combination of two words NEO and M. 
NEO is a Greek word meaning New. And M in the 

name stands for the word Mustakbal, meaning 
the future. Also, the M stands for crown prince 
Mohammed Bin Salman.

Mohammad Shahabuddin elected as 
22nd President of Bangladesh
February 14, 2023
A former judge and freedom 
fighter, Mohammad Shahabuddin 
Chuppu, was elected unopposed 
as Bangladesh’s 22nd President. 
A gazette was issued on the 
appointment of the new Bangladesh President by 
the Chief Election Commissioner. According to the 
country’s Chief Election Commission, 74-year-old 
Chuppu will replace President Mohammad Abdul 
Hamid.

Nikos Christodoulides Elected as New 
President of Cyprus with 51.9 % Votes
February 14, 2023
Nikos Christodoulides was elected as the President 
of Cyprus after a second 
and final round of 
voting. Christodoulides, 
49, took 51.9% of the 
vote, compared with 
runoff rival Andreas 
Mavroyiannis, 66, 
taking 48.1%. The new President also happens 

World Seagrass Day 2023 observed on 
1st March
March 1, 2023
World Seagrass Day is 
celebrated annually on 1st 
March to raise awareness 
about seagrass and its 
important functions in the marine ecosystem. The 
seagrasses are grass-like plants that live close to 
the sea. They are the only flowering plant to grow 
in the marine environment. There are more than 
60 seagrass species in the world. They act as the 
best carbon sink and provide food for marine life.

Bird Survey Dharoi 2023
February 28, 2023
The Gujarat Forest 
Department, BCSG (Bird 
Conservation Society of 
Gujarat), and the Adams 
Nature Retreat Resort 
together organized the bird survey in Dharoi 
Gujarat. It is a wetland and is spread over 107 
square kilometres. During the survey, the bird 
watchers mapped and recorded the population 
and diversity of birds in Dharoi. 

The bird survey helped to learn about the declining 
population of the birds in the area. Immediate 
government actions are required to conserve 
bird diversity and save the bird population.

Bihar to increase population of greater 
one-horned Rhinos by 3% annually
February 19, 2023
The Bihar government has 
decided to increase the 
population of greater one- 
horned Rhinos by three per 
cent annually in the state. The state government 
has also decided to increase rhino bearing areas in 
Valmiki Tiger Reserve (VTR) in West Champaran 
district by five per cent in the next two years. 
Decision to increase the population of greater 
one-horned Rhinos was taken at the 3rd Asian 
Rhino Range Countries Meeting held at Chitwan 
(Nepal) from February 3 to 5.

World Pangolin Day: Data on Pangolin 
poaching in India
February 18, 2023
In 2023, World Pangolin 
Day is celebrated on 
February 18. Every year the day is celebrated on 
the third Saturday of February month. The main 

Save Environment

IIT Indore Students Awarded with Global Best M-GOV Awards 
by Egyptian President 
February 15, 2023 
The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Indore Students won AED 1 million 
by winning the gold medal at the World Government Summit in Dubai. 
Niyati Totala and Neel Kalpeshkumar Parikh of the Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) Indore, were awarded the prestigious medal by Egyptian President Abel Fattah 
Al-Sisi.

Angela Merkel awarded UNESCO Peace Prize in Ivory Coast  
February 25, 2023
For her assistance to refugees in Germany, former German chancellor 
Angela Merkel was awarded the UNESCO peace prize. According to 
Politico, the former German leader received the UN prize for her choice 
to accept the refugees into German territory back in 2015. 
The 68-year-old lawmaker was complimented for her work by the award jury’s president, Denis 
Mukwege, a year prior to receiving the honour. Her selfless choice in 2015 to accept more than 
1,2 million refugees, particularly those from Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, and Eritrea, moved every 
jury member.

First-Ever Woman Astronaut from 
Saudi Arabia to go on Space Mission 
in 2023    
February 14, 2023
The first-ever woman 
astronaut of Saudi 
Arabia will go to 
space this year. Saudi 
woman astronaut Rayyana Barnawi will join 
fellow Saudi Ali Al-Qarni on a 10-day mission 
to the International Space Station (ISS) this 
year. Barnawi and Al-Qarni will fly to the ISS 
aboard a SpaceX Dragon spacecraft as part 
of a mission by the private space company 
Axiom Space.

King Charles’ coronation emblem by 
ex-Apple chief designer revealed      
February 11, 2023
Ahead of the scheduled coronation ceremony 
for Britain’s King Charles III on 6 May, 2023, 
the Buckingham Palace released the newly 
appointed king’s official coronation emblem. 
The coronation emblem features the King’s 
love for nature by 
joining the flora 
that symbolize the 
four nations of the 
United Kingdom in 
a single image. The 
logo, to be used for events over the coronation 
long weekend in May, features a rose, thistle, 
daffodil and shamrock– emblems from across 
the United Kingdom.

Person in News

Computer scientist Hari Balakrishnan 
wins 2023 Marconi Prize
February 27, 2023
Computer scientist Hari 
Balakrishnan has been 
awarded the 2023 Marconi 
Prize. Dr. Balakrishnan has 
been cited “for fundamental contributions 
to wired and wireless networking, mobile 
sensing, and distributed systems”. The 
Marconi Prize is a top honour for computer 
scientists and is awarded by the U.S.-based 
Marconi Foundation.

SS Rajamouli’s RRR wins ‘Best 
International Film’ award at HCA
February 25, 2023
SS Rajamouli’s directorial, ‘RRR’ has bagged 
the ‘Best International Film’ award at the 
Hollywood Critics Association Film Awards. 
The film director Rajamouli 
and actor Ram Charan 
accepted the award with 
joy and pride. It has also 
won three more awards 
at the HCA film awards. 
Before bagging the ‘Best International Film’ 
award, ‘RRR’ won three awards at HCA – ‘Best 
Action Film’, ‘Best Stunts’, and ‘Best Original 
Song’.

Karthik Subramaniam of Indian 
Origin wins National Geographic’s 
‘Pictures of the year’
February 20, 2023
A software engineer 
of Indian descent who 
later became a hobbyist 
photographer has been 
named the grand prize winner of National 
Geographic’s “Pictures of the Year” competition. 
In the year 2020, Karthik Subramaniam began 
experimenting with his camera after being 
quarantined at his San Francisco, California, 
house as a result of the epidemic.
He captured bald eagles competing for a 
tree branch in Alaska’s Chilkat Bald Eagle 
Sanctuary, which helped him win over 5,000 
entries in four categories (Nature, People, 
Places, and Animals) and claim the coveted 
top spot.

announced the WESCE plan. The French 
Government is to fund this project for a period 
of eight years. The WESCE is a zoo that will 
be launched within the World Heritage site, 
Keoladeo National Park. The zoo will display 
dolphins, crocodiles, water buffaloes, and other 
exotic species. The major attraction will be the 
wetland species to be put in the zoo. There is a 
plan to breed and re-introduce extinct species 
on the site. For this, the species such as black 
bucks, otters, and hog deer have been selected.

India’s first waste-to-hydrogen plant 
to be set up in Pune 
February 17, 2023
The Government of India is to set up the first 
waste-to-hydrogen plant in Pune. The plant 
will be built by a private company Green 
Billion Limited. The company has signed 
an agreement with 
the Pune Municipal 
Corporation for 30 
years. The objective 
of the plant is to treat 
350 tonnes of solid 
waste daily. From this, it will produce ten 
tonnes of Hydrogen every day.

India’s 1st Hydrogen train will come 
by Dec 2023 on Heritage Routes 
February 03, 2023
Going greener and more sustainable towards 
the environment, the Indian Railways is 
introducing a green revolution and will be 
introducing hydrogen 
and electric trains 
to the eight heritage 
routes in the country 
by December 2023. 
These hydrogen trains 
will include the modified version of steam 
engines, that will be back on tracks, equipped 
with vintage sirens and green steam vapours.
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November 2022 after he missed the Australian 
Open due to abdominal and hamstring injuries. 
Alcaraz also won his seventh ATP title and his 
first since winning the US Open 2022.

Tilottama Sen Won Bronze Medal in 
women’s 10m Air Rifle at ISSF World Cup
February 23, 2023

Indian teen Tilottama 
Sen won the bronze 
medal in the women’s 
10m Air Rifle at ISSF 
World Cup 2023 in 
Cairo in Egypt. The 
14-year-old Tilottama Sen won the second 
bronze for India, fifth overall after ending the 
top eight ranking round with a score of 262. She 
missed out on the gold medal match by a narrow 
possible margin of 0.1. 

Ben Stokes breaks the record for the 
most sixes ever hit in a Test match 
February 20, 2023

England Test captain 
Ben Stokes became 
the player to hit the 
most number of sixes 
in the history of Test 
cricket, surpassing 
England coach and former New Zealand cricketer 
Brendon McCullum in the match against New 
Zealand. Stokes holds the world record for hitting 
two sixes in the second innings of the first Test 
between England and New Zealand at Mount 
Maunganui (New Zealand). Stokes played an 
innings of 31 runs in 33 balls, which included 
three fours and two sixes.

ICC Women’s T20 World Cup: Australia clinch 6th Women’s T20 World Cup title 
February 27, 2023
Australia won the Women’s T20 World Cup for the sixth time when 
they beat South Africa by 19 runs in the final at Newlands. Opening 
batter Beth Mooney anchored the Australian innings, scoring an 
unbeaten 74 in a total of 156 for six. Victory for the Aussies is their 
sixth in Women’s T20 World Cup history and completes a hat-trick 
of tournament wins under captain Meg Lanning after their triumphs in 2018 and 2020. Australia’s 
previous victories came in 2010, 2012, 2014, 2018 and 2020.

Rudrankksh Patil Won gold in 10m 
Air Rifle at ISSF World Cup 2023    
February 24, 2023
India’s Rudrankksh 
Balasaheb Patil won 
the men’s 10m air 
rifle event at the ISSF 
World Cup 2023 in 
Cairo. He defeated 
Germany’s Maximilian Ulbrich by 16-8 in 
the gold medal match to clinch the top prize. 
Rudrankksh Patil finished seventh in the 
qualification round with 629.3 points to make 
the ranking round, which he topped with 
262.0 points to set up a final clash against 
Ulbrich. 

Sports

Health and Fitness

Daniil Medvedev defeats Andy Murray, 
wins Qatar Open title
February 27, 2023

Daniil Medvedev won 
the Qatar Open in his 
professional tennis 
debut by defeating Andy 
Murray 6-4, 6-4, in the 
final game between two former No. 1s. In every 
set, Medvedev converted quick beginnings. In the 
first, he got to 4-1, and in the second, he got to 
3-1.

Spain’s Sergio Ramos announced 
international football retirement 
February 24, 2023

Paris Saint-Germain’s 
and former Real Madrid 
defender Sergio Ramos 
has announced that he is 
retiring from international football, after a record 
180 appearances for Spain. Ramos, who was part 
of Spain’s World Cup and Euro winning teams 
had represented Real Madrid in La Liga and now 
plays for PSG in Ligue 1.

Carlos Alcaraz won Argentina Open title 
2023
February 24, 2023

Top-seeded Spanish 
player, Carlos Alcaraz 
won his first title since 
his milestone U.S. Open 
triumph by beating Cameron Norrie in straight 
sets at the Argentina Open Tennis Tournament. 
It was Alcaraz’s first ATP tournament since 

No new Covid sub-variant seen in India 
in over a month
February 28, 2023
Indian Sars-CoV-2 Consortium on Genomics, a 
network of laboratories monitoring genomic 
variations of Covid-19 virus, which held a 
review meeting, has 
not seen any “unusual 
pattern” or “any new 
variant or sub-variant” 
of Covid-19. XBB, a 
virus formed from a 
combination of the 
Omicron sub-variants 
BA2.75 and BA2, continues to be the dominant 
Covid variant, followed by earlier-dominant 
B2.75 and the other sub-variants which are 
insignificant now.

Madhya Pradesh among top-4 states 
in generating Ayushman Bharat Digital 
Health account ids
February 27, 2023
Madhya Pradesh has remained among the top-
four states in the last two years in generating 
digital health records linked to Ayushman 
Bharat Digital Health Account (ABHA) under 
the AB-Digital Mission (ABDM). The state has 

generated a cumulative 
of 1.40 crore ABHA since 
the start of the scheme to 
remain just behind Andhra 
Pradesh, Kerala, and Uttar 
Pradesh. Andhra Pradesh 
has created 3.85 crore, 
Kerala made 2.21 crore 
and Uttar Pradesh generated 1.43 crore accounts 
under the scheme.

Vertiplane X3 Drone delivers TB 
medicines
February 17, 2023
The Ministry of Health 
recently conducted 
a trial of delivering 
TB medicines in a 
drone. The trials were 
conducted in Rishikesh. 
Traversing through the 
Himalayas, especially 
during rainy seasons and winter seasons is 
challenging and time-consuming. Drones can 
deliver medicines to hilly regions quickly even 
during harsh weather conditions. The trials of TB 
medicine delivery using drones were conducted 
by the All India Institute of Medical Sciences 
under the supervision of the Health ministry. 
The trial was successful. The drone delivered 2 

Sant Sevalal Maharaj Jayanti
February 27, 2023
Sevalal Maharaj was 
a spiritual guru and a 
socio-religious reformer 
from the Banjara 
community. He fought 
for the traditional rights and the land rights 
of the Banjara Community. He lived between 
1739 and 1773. He was against animal 
sacrifices and baptism. The culture ministry 
recently announced that the Government 
of India will launch yearlong celebrations 
marking the 284th birth anniversary of the 
reformer. 

Losar Festival in Dharamshala
February 22, 2023
The Tibetan New Year is 
called the Losar. Tibetan 
Buddhists follow the 
Lunisolar calendar. The 
first day of the Lunisolar 
calendar is celebrated 
as Losar. The Buddhists in Nepal celebrate 
the same festival in the name of Lhochhar 
and celebrated eight weeks before Tibetan 
Losar. Different Indian states celebrate Losar 
in different ways. Recently the Tibetans in 
Dharamshala celebrated the festival.

National Philatelic Exhibition – 
AMRITPEX 2023
February 11, 2023
Collection of postage 
stamps is philately. 
Stamps are reflections 
of the heritage and 
achievements of a 
country. They give a 
glimpse of important things. The India Post is 
organizing AMRITPEX 2023 in New Delhi. It 
is a National Philatelic Exhibition spread over 
50,000 square feet. More than 1400 frames 
are to be exhibited in AMRITPEX. The focus 
of the event is on Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.
The themes of AMRITPEX are youth, Nature, 
women’s power, Wildlife, the Culture of India, 
etc. It will also focus on Indian biodiversity. 
Apart from this, the exhibition will also 
include a wall of stamps, live paintings, etc.

Art & Culture

kilograms of anti-tubercular drugs to a hospital 
in Tehri Garhwal from AIIMS.

Integrative Medicine Centres in 
Government Hospitals
February 8, 2023
The Government of India is to inaugurate 
Integrative Medicine Centres. These centres will 
operate at Government hospitals. The centres will 
mainly focus on Ayurvedic medicines and will 
use modern technologies. The first Integrative 
Medicine Centre was 
inaugurated at the 
Safdarjang Hospital 
in Delhi. The main 
objective of the 
initiative is to use the 
traditional knowledge 
of Indians in the 
medicinal field.

Government of Goa Launched Vision for 
All School Eye Health Program
February 3, 2023
The Government of 
Goa has launched the 
Vision for All School 
Eye Health program 
in partnership with 
OneSight EssilorLuxottica 
Foundation and Prasad 

Vignesh and Visakh NR become 
India’s first brothers to become 
Grandmasters    
February 22, 2023

After winning the 
24th NordWest 
Cup 2023 at Bad 
Zwischenahn in Germany and defeating 
German IM Ilja Schneider, Indian chess player 
Vignesh NR became the 80th Grandmaster 
of India. The Chennai boy reached the 
milestone after crossing 2500 in the live 
ratings. Vignesh’s elder brother Visakh NR 
had become India’s 59th GM in 2019. Thus, 
Visakh and Vignesh become India’s first 
brothers who are Grandmasters. 

Virat Kohli became 6th batter to score 
25,000 runs in international cricket   
February 20, 2023

Virat Kohli became 
the sixth and the 
fastest batter in 
the world to score 
25,000 runs across 
formats during the second Test against 
Australia, which India won by six wickets. He 
had come into his 492nd match overall with 
52 runs needed to reach the milestone. He 
scored 44 runs in India’s first innings before 
being dismissed for 20 runs to finish with 
25012 runs.

Netralaya. The Vision for All Goa eye health 
program commenced in February 2021 and its 
monthly camps have screened 50,000 citizens 
and provided free spectacles to 16,000 people 
in need. It will focus on training 2000 teachers 
on basic visual acuity tests for the children in 
their respective schools, followed by detailed 
refraction by qualified professionals from 
Prasad Netralaya.

Mission to eliminate Sickle Cell Anaemia 
by 2047
February 1, 2023
Sickle Cell Anaemia 
affects the RBCs in the 
human body. When a 
person suffers from 
the disease his RBCs 
(usually rod-shaped) 
deform. Their shapes 
are affected. The 
primary function of RBC is to carry oxygen to 
different parts of the body. In a person with 
sickle cell anemia, the oxygen-carrying capacity 
of RBCs is affected. The disease creates adverse 
effects if left untreated. During the Union budget 
2023, the Government of India launched the 
Sickle Cell Anaemia Elimination Mission. Under 
the Mission, the government of India is planning 
to eliminate the disease by 2047.


